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Four major issues on ASD in Europe

VCase Definition (autism Vs ASD), (ICD10 Vs DSM IV & French)

VDifferent methodologies have been used in measuring prevalence 

VNo system for trends follow-up

VNo comparability



Challenges

VLanguage

VCulture

VInstitutional / Gov. Administration

VMethodological 
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Characteristics 
of  ASD in 
Europe

What do we know in EU?



COUNTRY No. Prevalence Studies Number of cases per 10,000 children

Albania

Andorra

Austria

Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Byelarus

Croatia

Czech Republic

Denmark 4 4.3 - 30

Estonia

Faroe Islands

Finland 1 5.6

France 4 4.7 - 5.4

Germany 1 5.8

Gibraltar

Greece

Guernsey

Hungary

Iceland 1 8.6

Ireland

Italy

Jan Mayen

Jersey

Latvia

Liechtenstein

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Macedonia

Malta

Man, Isle of

Moldova

Monaco

Montenegro

Netherlands

Norway 2 3.8 - 5.5

Poland

Portugal 1 9.2 - 15.6

Romania

Russia

San Marino

Serbia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Svalbard

Sweden 6 2.0 - 10.0

Switzerland

Ukraine

United Kingdom 14 4.1 - 57.0



Characteristics 
of  ASD in 
Europe

What are we suggesting in EU?



Prevalence Study Design
First protocol

Prevalence Study Design
Second protocol

Prevalence Study Design
Final protocol

EuropeanAutism Information System

Autistic SpectrumDisordersPrevalenceStudy

Questionnaire on ASD 

access to data and services

Report on

questionnaire

results

Checklist 

First Draft Protocol
Study Design

Czech Republic

France, Ireland

Malta, Poland

Second Draft 
Protocol  design

Feasibility Pilot study Report

ASD Prevalence
Pilot Study*

DELIVERABLES

Final Protocol
Study Design

External Expert Review

PROCESS



10 countries

Collaborators 
partners: 4 of 31 (12%)
(France / Rhone-alpes / 

Isere, Malta, Bulgary and 
Poland) 

Associated partners: 6 
of 6 (100%) 

(Czech Republic, Italy, 
Scotland -Highland 

Region, England, Spain 
and Denmark)

Countries
Regions
No participants

Participants in the First QParticipants in the First Q --EAISEAIS


